
The Newsletter of  Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake

Spring 2005
Vol. 14, No. 1

reenieGazette

Changing Lives Since 1925

Camp Westminster Receives
PEACE Award

80th Anniversary Auction Scheduled

Shiver me timbers! A cookout brings out
the pirate in some of the 2004 summer
staff: Lizzy Humphreys, Frankie Ward,
Lisa Gourlay and Ravinder Garcha.

A live and silent auction has been scheduled as part of the Camp Westminster 80th Anniver-
sary Celebration July 8-10, 2005. The event will take place on Saturday, July 9. Proceeds will
support the continued renovation of Camp Westminster.

Already donated are: 1 registration for the Fall Canoe Trip; “Jerry” cans from the out-trip
room; a weekend at Van Dusen Lodge; pontoon ride and dinner for four on Higgins Lake; a week-
end at the camp Guest House; 1 camp rocker hand decorated by Judith Weenink Schoonover.

Additional sale items are needed. Suggestions include: old photos (or copies), songbooks,
souvenirs, postcards, coupon books; weekend(s) at a cottage or getaway; sporting event or theater
tickets; night at a bed & breakfast; home-baked goodies; frequent flyer miles; picnic or dinner for
four; etc. So, get those Camp Westminster creative juices flowing, and let us hear from you.
Email your ideas to Nancy in the camp office: info@campwestminster.com. Or call 313-341-8969.
Is there an auctioneer out there who would contribute his/her services for this special event?

Camp Westminster was honored to receive the hallmark
award in cultural exchange: the 2004 PEACE AWARD from
Camp America. It stands for Providing Exceptional Avenues for
Cultural Exchange. In a letter accompanying the beautiful
plaque that is proudly displayed at Westminster Church, Camp
America wrote:

“We are pleased to honor Camp Westminster with the
PEACE Award for your first class preparation of international
staff prior to arrival in the USA, for integrating them with the
American staff and using their knowledge and ideas to broaden
perspectives of different ways of life and for promoting cultural
diversity. Your camp has provided a true American experience to
the internationals that spent the summer at camp, and they felt
truly cared for and had their unique needs respected and looked
out for. In all, Camp America feels privileged to place interna-
tional participants at Camp Westminster where their cultural
exchange experience is truly the best of the best.”
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Changing Lives Since 1925

“The camp is really looking good!” – This is
what I hear from many of you who have had
the opportunity to visit Higgins Lake. “It looks
pretty much like I remember it from years ago,
only better – not so tired and worn.” Wow!
This is music to my ears. Not only did we
succeed in our goal of not changing the “feel”
of the camp with many improvements but
managed to restore the old buildings to look
better than they did in the 1960s.

So just what did we accomplish in the last
year? We started off with a major re-build of
the floor in the Health Center and interior
finishes to Walden Lodge (the old showerhouse
which is now male staff quarters). We also did
some major interior improvements to the Kiva
side rooms and Nature Cabin. We went on to
re-do many of the Wakeya porches that were
crumbling and add a screened porch to Walden
Lodge. Two more buildings were re-roofed
(with 40 buildings there are always some to re-
roof!) and since 2004 was the year of the floor,
we restored floors in Wakeyas, the Nature
Cabin, and the above-mentioned Health Cen-
ter project.

Are we all done now? Ha! We’ve only just
begun! Floor restorations will continue, the
Dining Hall porch will need a new roof, the
Cave could use some bathroom improve-
ments... you get the idea. This is an on-going
list, but we are winning the battle against
deterioration little by little, and it shows!

Site Improvements

-Bill Gourlay, Maintenance Supervisor

From the Archives - 1953

Perfecting their strokes before paddling on Higgins Lake,
campers participate in canoeing class at Girls Camp.

Research released by the
American Camp Association
(ACA) and the Presbyterian
Panel continue to provide
scientific evidence that
summer camp is a powerful
growth experience for young
people. In the first large-
scale national research
project designed to measure
outcomes of the camp experi-

ence ACA found that parents, camp staff and
campers all reported significant growth in four
areas: Positive Identity, Social Skills, Physical
and Thinking Skills and Positive Values and
Spirituality.

In addition the Presbyterian Panel reported
that two-thirds of members and elders and nine
in ten ministers recall “one particular learning
or spiritual growth experience that had great
significance” in shaping their Christian life.
The most common setting for a singular spiri-
tual growth experience is a camp! Please con-
tact me if you would like additional information
about these studies or look for them online at
www.ACAcamps.org and www.pcusa.org.

Overall results of both studies suggest that
children and youth realize spiritual growth

from even one week at camp. In addition they
benefit from camp in the following ways: “they
become more adventurous and willing to try
new things, grow more independent and show
more leadership qualities, develop more social
skills that help them make new friends and
become more confident and experience in-
creased self esteem.”

Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake has
indeed been “Changing Lives Since 1925!”

continued
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Changing Lives Since 1925

“God’s Calling”:
Summer Camp 2005

 “Dear Camp Westminster,
I loved camp! I’ve been bragging about camp
to everyone all summer long. I thought
camp was completely awesome. I can’t wait
to come back next year!”

From a 2004 camper’s letter:
(filled with tiny hearts and shiny sprinkles

that fell out all over the floor!)

This summer’s schedule promises to be
exciting as Camp Westminster celebrates 80
years of ministry on Higgins Lake! Register
now using your 2005 brochure or register
online.

Wilderness Men
Relocate Totem Pole

For the 2004 Alumni Weekend a special
invitation was issued to any man who attended
the 1960s Wilderness Program spearheaded by
Dr. Dale Small. Six men showed up (pictured
below) including: Paul Tarr, Jim Allison, Jim
Murton, Rich Cain, Bill Gourlay and  Cliff
Alan. Besides the normal reminiscing enjoyed
by these fellows, they re-located the totem pole
which stood next to the Director’s Office, to the
inside of O’Dell Dining Lodge. At one time the
pole was kept outside only while camp was in
session during the summer months. But in
recent years, it has been left outdoors year-
round. Now it is permanently inside where it is
mounted on the wall adjacent to the copper
tipis each Wilderness camper was assigned to
make. The men also wrote letters to Dale Small
who directed the program for nine years.

While relaxing at camp, Rich Cain noticed
that there were no ping pong tables in good
condition and that these would be needed for
the 80th reunion in 2005. So Rich, along with
Jim Allison, offered to purchase a new table. It
has been ordered and will be in place ready for
this summer. Rich is planning to bring his own
paddle. Which brave alum will be willing to
take him on?

Below: A sunny morning Bible Quest on Higgins Lake.
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Tried & True ($100-249)

2004 Camp Westminster Donors

Second Mile ($250-499)

Camp Westminster is very grateful for the 2004 gifts listed below. The gift total
was $119,684.82 from 322 donors. The number following each name denotes the
number of years the donor has supported the camp financially. Records have been
kept since 1998. In 2003 $113,006.65 from 324 donors was received.

Legacy ($1000-2499)
James & Suzanne (Getz) Bates 6
First Presbyterian Church (Northville) 3
Bill & Ruth Jones 5
Sean & Cathy Neall 1
Laurie E. Phelan 6
Dr. Dorothy Porter 5
Anonymous
Schroeder Foundation 6
Louis & Nellie Sieg Foundation 4
Kelli (Robinson) Simples 1
John A. Weenink 5
Rev. Dr. Allan & Virginia Weenink 7

Frehse Society ($5000+)
Free Press Charities, Inc. 4
Robert M. Frehse Jr. Family 3
Old Newsboys’ Goodfellow Fund 6
Krauss Charitable Foundation Trust 6
Morley Foundation 6
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation 7

Generation ($2500-4999)
Frank & Gertrude Dunlap Foundation 3
James & Lynelle Holden Fund 7
Anonymous
Jim & Sue Murton 6

Jim Allison 4
Karen Bell-Abbott 5
Charlyss (Ray) Brandon 6
Rich Cain 2
Kathy & John Campbell 7
James D. and Ryan M. Carne 6
Karen ‘Thumper’ (Gullberg) Cook 6
Craig & Betsy (Hanson) Dykstra 5
Rev. William J. Fuerstenau 6
James & June (Buchanan) Gullberg 7
Bill Heilman 7
Ginger (Harris) Hoffa 5
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Johnson 3
John & Ann (Randall) Kendrick 3
Douglas & Bonnie Kim 6

Susan Ann (Lorimer) Anderson 5
Bob and Julie Arnold 1
Beverly (Dunn) Ashton 4
Anonymous
Daryl Barton 7
Anonymous
Bob Bogue 5
Jo Ann (Gelzer) Bonnett 5
Charles B. Breedlove 5
Donald C. Brownell 2
Dr. Robert A. Buchanan 5
John & Lynn Bulmer 6
Margaret Campbell 1
Faire D. Carter 4
Charles Chambers 1

Loyal W ($500-999)
Susan Ashton 1
Sharon (Breedlove) Barnes 4
Pam (Mansfield) Beers 3
Jean Craig 1
Deacons of Westminster Church 3
Wood & Rosemary (Frehse) Geist 5
David H. Hudgins 6
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jessup 5
Garrett R. Lanzy 6
Scott and Lelia McGregor 2
Miriam Circle of Westminster Church 1
Anonymous
David A. Smith 5
St. Timothy Presbyterian Men 6
Nancy (Adams) Stornello 6
Mary Ann Stygstra 6
Dr. Earl Weston 5
Dr. Ruth Worthington 7

Roz McCreery 6
Conchita Morison 1
Margaret (Jamieson) Reibel 5
Judith (Weenink) Schoonover 7
Anonymous
Anonymous
Laurie-Jo (Glime) Straty 2
Karen (McIntyre) Tercala 5
Anonymous
Mrs. Robert D. Tice 5
Emily (Cosner) Tobias 5
Kenneth J. Wadland 6
JoAnne White 5
Melinda Younkin 5

2004 Family
Campers Tina
Claypoole and
daughters
Carolyn and
Katy with their
family buddy
Rachel
Callister of
New Zealand.
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2004 Camp Westminster Donors

continued on next page

Friends  ($1-99)

Bette ‘Froggie’ (Fuller) Coopland 4
Virginia ‘Ginner’ Craighead 4
Nancy (Reid) DeHority 6
Robert C. Deuker 1
R. M. Dunnaback 4
Joan (McClintic) Emrich 3
Susan (Miller) Erickson 3
Dotty ‘Bambi’ (Dubpernell) Fehring 5
Ellison (Murton) Franklin 3
Pastor Dick and Sally (Stockwell) Frazier 6
Howard ‘Howie’ Gaberson 4
George & Ann Getschman 5
Irene Gough 5
Dulce (Stone) Gray 4
George I. & Valerie E. Gray 4
Sandra Gray 3
Freida B. Greene 4
Joyce (Schweim) Grimshaw 1
Kathy Gruber 1
Rebecca (Stoner) Hanif 4
Anonymous
Louise (Weezie) Hofer 1
Jeffrey W. Hudgins 1
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Huntington 2
William Jaynes 3
Joanna Circle of Westminster Church 2
John A. Joen 1
Henri Pell Junod, Jr. 3
Barbara Kakenmaster 3
Susan J. Kasenow 6
David & Ellen Kendall 2
Pat Kinney 7
Betty (Erdmann) Kohl 5
Sue Kolb 7
Stacey Lee 1
Dr. Keith & Linda Lepard 2
Donald C. & Carol P. Lisle 4
Harry E. Martin 2
Violet W. McCreery 4
Nancy (Johnstone) McGlone 5
Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum 6
Helen (Buchanan) Monson 5
Dr. & Mrs. W. H. Morse 4
William & Nancy (Donaldson) Mullas 5
Anonymous
John F. O’Dell 1
Debby Owen 2
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce R. Paxton 7
Donald Povlitz 5
Presbyterian Women of WCOD 4
Barbara (Hays) Robinson 3

The Rev. James & Judith (Gulliver) Russell 6
Peter & Verna Russell 3
Richard & Elise (Bates) Russell 3
Joann (Jalving) Schaum 5
Douglas & Carole (Gaither) Scott 2
Carol Sharpe 6
William G. Sharpe 5
William & Janet Shenefelt 4
Richard D. Shiels 1
Mary (Holliday) Shuler 4
Scott & Monica Shuler 2
Elizabeth (Shaw) Small 3
Rick Smith 2
Anonymous
Mary & John Tashnick 4
University Presbyterian Church 1
William C. Wadland, Jr. 2
Frances Warley 1
Joan (Briegel) Wells 7
Cynthia (Haidostian) Wilbanks 2
Douglas and Janet (Smith) Yee 1

Tried & True (cont.)

Andy Aginian 1
Dr. Pat Albrecht 1
Hugh Allerton III 4
Mrs. Wm. N. Appleyard 3
Faye Baker 1
Derek Barnes 1
Hannalori Bates 3
Anonymous
Linda (Pospeshil) Beiter 5
Jane ‘Jinks’ (Heggie) Bell 3
Carolyn (Reid) Bennett 5
Dr. Robert E. Bogue 4
Robert C. Boyer 5
Sally (Braun) Buckley 5
Joseph & Janet (Houghton) Calcaterra 3
Judith (Boxer) Campbell 2
Peter Chin-Shu & Irene Bechtel Chang 3
Bruce Clark 2
The Rev. James Cole 3
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Colladay 6
Rose M. Collins 2
Sharon Cooper 1
Roberta F. Cottman 1
Keith & Chris Donaldson 6
John & Penny Dressel 1
Patricia (Palmer) Dyles 1
Gail P. Emmerson 1
Maryl (Kohl) Faraghan 2

Joan Ferguson 2
Karen (Diehl) Fetter 1
Harry & Marian Franklin 5
Mary (Shiels) Frommeyer 4
Jane Funfgeld 1
Rev. Dr. Robert Garwig 1
David and Sue Getz 1
Jeanne Gilbert 4
Patricia Godsen 1
Pauline Gourlay 5
Anonymous
Paul & Nancy Kolb Sweet Grab 2
Lizzie Grantling 1
Julie Gruber 2
Marie (Morrison) Guyer 1
Julie (Stockwell) Hatfield 2
Robin Henderson1
Maryann (Cain) Herek 3
Anonymous
Nancy E. Howell 1
Harlan Hudgins 2
Anonymous
Ben & Carol Hylkema 1
Kim (Wright) Iversen 3
Karla Jaeger 4
Bettty J. Kane 1
Anonymous
The Keener Family 1
Janice Kendrick 2
The Kelsey Knoop Family 1
Chester Latimore 1
Alison Lepard 1
James S. LoPrete 1
Peter & Carol Maise 1
Makinen Family 1
Cherri Meachum 4
Jim & Ann Moe 1
Nancy (Gourlay) Morrison 3
Megan Morrison 3
Anonymous
Leo Mossoian 4
Anonymous
Frank Myhr 1
Mary (Shannon) Namel 2
Marna Nemon & Mark Guthrie 4
Margaret C. Nielsen 1
Joanna (Vories) Noteman 2
Martha (Chapman) Nyboer 7
Betsy (Cahill) Patterson 6
Anonymous
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2004 Camp Westminster Donors

In Memory OfFriends  (cont.)
The Presley Family 1
Christopher & Nancy (Meachum) Provan 2
Marilynn (Allerton) Quick 1
Janet Regan 1
Ed & Kay Richter 2
Ben Roberts 1
Helenan (Sonnenburg) Robin 3
Stan and Nancy Sanders 4
Wayne and Maureen Scarponi 1
James Schelhaas 4
Jo-Anne (Robinson) Schimmelpfenneg 4
Susan (Sweet) Scott 3
Michele M. Seng 3
David and Barbara Sharp 1
The Sluggett Family 5
Christie Smith 1
Marge Smith 5
Marthe (Schneider) Soden 5
Don & Richard Spalding 3
Jan Spalding 2
Anonymous
Pat & Vicki Springstead 3
Nona ‘Che-Che’ (Williston) Taylor 3
Pat Taylor 4
Bruce A. Timmons 3
Russ Torpie 3
Mary (Curran) Trebilcock 5
Kay F. Turner 5
Kim (Rae) Turner 1
Don & Pat Varley 4
Louise & Don Varley 4
John & Diane Venman 7
John “Jack” H. Visser 4
David Weber 1
Kris Wehmeyer-Palmer 2
Kate Willoughby 4
Valerie D. Wilson 1
Anonymous
Cory York 1

Hugh G. Allerton, Jr. by Marilynn (Allerton) Quick
Charlotte Allison by Kathy & John Campbell
Betty Anderson by Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum
Linda Ashton by Susan Ashton
Chalmers Ayers by R. M. Dunnaback, David H. Hudgins, Jeffrey W.

Hudgins, Sue Kolb
Karen Campbell by Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum
Mary Chambers by Charles Chambers
Jim Clinton by William G. Sharpe
Virginia (Roberts) Corradi by Jo Ann (Gelzer) Bonnett
Richard W. Craig by Jean Craig
Bettie D. Emmerson by Gail P. Emmerson
Thomas Erdmann by Maryl (Kohl) Faraghan, Betty (Erdmann) Kohl
Earl ‘Pa’ Gray by Christopher & Nancy (Meachum) Provan
Walter R. Greene, Jr. by Freida B. Greene
Bethany Harris by Ginger (Harris) Hoffa
David Scott Johnstone by Nancy (Johnstone) McGlone
Shin Kim by Douglas & Bonnie Kim
Betty & Bill McClintic by Joan (McClintic) Emrich
Clarence J. Murton by Jim & Sue Murton
Margaret Nelson by Jane Funfgeld
Dr. Jan Nyboer by Martha (Chapman) Nyboer
My Parents by Frances Warley
Bill Reamer by William G. Sharpe
Gladys Robinson by Kelli (Robinson) Simples
Elizabeth Schelhaas by James Schelhaas
Curt and Hellen Schneider by Marthe (Schneider) Soden
Jane Sharpe by Carol Sharpe
Bill Shields by William G. Sharpe
Janet Smith by Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum
Donald Spalding by R. M. Dunnaback
Jean Spalding by R. M. Dunnaback, Anonymous
Margaret Semple Stoner, Volunteer Nurse by Rebecca (Stoner) Hanif
Robert Thalner by Anonymous
Margaret (Ferguson) Trotman by Joan Ferguson
Mrs. Peggy Van De Sande by Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum
Peter T. Venman by John & Diane Venman
Walking on those 70-year-old floors by Anonymous
William B. Willoughby by Kate Willoughby
William Worthington by James & Suzanne (Getz) Bates, Jane ‘Jinks’
(Heggie) Bell, Kathy & John Campbell, Bill & Ruth Jones, William G.
Sharpe, Don & Richard Spalding, Jan Spalding, Kay F. Turner, Dr. Ruth
Worthington, Anonymous

Robert M. & Lydia (King) Frehse
Fund
Robert M. Frehse, Jr. Family
Wood & Rosemary (Frehse) Geist
Jeanne (Hatheway) Hawley
Margaret C. Nielsen

In-Kind Gifts
Susan Ashton
Daryl Barton
Joseph & Janet (Houghton) Calcaterra
Dr. Brent & Connie Calhoun
Robert W. Edwards
David and Sue Getz
Constance (Brady) Harvey
Charles F. Holek, Jr.
Bill & Marie Iverson
Jim & Mary LeBlanc
Sonya H. Moore

Richard & Elise (Bates) Russell
Art Schauer
John & Diane Venman
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Multiple gifts from the same donor are listed once. If you have
already given in 2005, your name will be published in the Spring ’06
issue of the Greenie Gazette. If you prefer a different name format,
please send a note to the Camp or indicate so with your next
donation. We regret any omissions or other errors. Please notify us
with corrections.

Thomas F. Walden Fund
Anonymous
Louise Hofer

James Brian Weenink Endowed
Campership Fund
James and Suzanne Bates
Anonymous (in honor of Al Weenink)
Judith Weenink Schoonover in honor of Jeffrey Weenink’s and John
     Weenink’s birthdays. Virginia and Allan Weenink celebrated a number
     of birthdays at Camp Westminster on July 4 and 6, respectively. Our
     family continues to remember camp as one of the most foundational
     experiences in the tapestry of our lives. “Time and change shall not
     prevail”!
Mary Ann Stygstra
John Weenink (in honor of Judie and Al & Virginia)
Al & Virginia Weenink

In Honor Of

Jeanne Ellison Lowrie Murton
Endowment
Ellison (Murton) Franklin
Jim & Sue Murton

Rob, Tim, Tom, and Bill Arnold by Bob and Julie Arnold
Susan Ashton by Beverly (Dunn) Ashton
James & Suzanne (Getz) Bates by Anonymous
Charles B. Breedlove by Sharon (Breedlove) Barnes
Donald Buchanan by Helen (Buchanan) Monson
Shannon Collins by Rose M. Collins
Fred Curran by Bill & Ruth Jones
Kevin Donaldson by Keith & Chris Donaldson
Every minute at Camp Westminster by Christie Smith
Michelle Glime by Laurie-Jo (Glime) Straty
Julie and Leah Gruber by Kathy Gruber
Leah Gruber by Julie Gruber
Alex K. Joen, 2004 camper by John A. Joen
John Kim by Douglas & Bonnie Kim
Felicia Landis by Karen ‘Thumper’ (Gullberg) Cook
Anne S., Elizabeth A., and Nancy L. Martin by Harry E. Martin
Colter McElree & Bruce Smith by Valerie D. Wilson
Claire McKenna by Dr. Floyd T. & Bobette J. Meachum
Bobette Meachum by Cherri Meachum
My friends from W.C. by Christopher & Nancy (Meachum) Provan
Patrick O’Dell by John F. O’Dell
The Shuler Family by Mary (Holliday) Shuler
John & Marilyn Shuler by Scott & Monica Shuler
Brian and Heather Turner by Kim (Rae) Turner
Louise M. Varley by Don & Pat Varley
The Venman Family by John & Diane Venman
Lisa Wehmeyer-Ryan by Kris Wehmeyer-Palmer
The Woodies by Dr. Robert E. Bogue

What do you remember about your camp
days? The ringing of the bell…the sound of
waves lapping on the shore…worshipping in
the chapel... laughing and singing…the crack-
ling of a campfire... canoeing the Au
Sable…drinking bug juice…walking to the
Greenie…the scent of pine…? Many of these
can be experienced once again at the Camp
Westminster’s 80th anniversary celebration!
Alumni, families and friends are invited to be a
part of the festivities on  July 8-10, 2005.

Possibly the best part of the weekend will be
seeing that the old camp we love is still a vi-
brant force, creating memories for hundreds of
campers each summer. As you know, each of
those children’s lives will be touched by their
experiences; their lives will be enriched, as ours
were, by the lessons of God’s love and the
beauty of God’s creation. Come and celebrate
the impact Camp Westminster has had and
continues to have on so many lives!

Memories Linger On

Don’t forget to mail your alumni survey
(the green sheet you received) with photos
and memories for the addendum to The
Touch of Influence- or complete it online!
Do this by May 1!

Green-E-News
Are you on the camp’s e-mail list? The first

issue of Green-E-News went out in mid-March.
Did you get yours? If not, just send your e-
address to info@campwestminster.com and
we’ll keep you updated approximately monthly
on the latest camp news, summarized in a few
paragraphs from the shores of Higgins Lake.
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Changing Lives Since 1925

Spring/Summer 2005
May 27-30 Spring Clean-up Weekend at  Camp

June 12 Summer Staff Commissioning  11am
Westminster Church of Detroit

June 19 Summer Camp begins!

June 26 Westminster-by-the-Lake worship
services begin (through August 21)

July 2 Westminster Church Day Trip
Higgins Lake Open House 12-4pm

July 2-6 Family Camp

July 8-10 Alumni Weekend: 80th Anniversary
Celebration “Memories Linger On”

July 16 MAD Camp Performance 10:30am
Frehse Hall

Where can you register for camp,
fill out an alumni survey,  ask a
question, donate your gently used
canoe paddles, send in your best
Dutch Oven recipe, and order some
camp gear? ChecChecChecChecCheck out ourk out ourk out ourk out ourk out our new
website www.campwestminster.com!

Worship each Sunday this summer at 11am
in the beautiful outdoor chapel at Camp
Westminster. You can arrive by car or boat and
the dress is casual. Each Sunday will have a
different guest preacher and special music by
the camp staff. All are welcome at the services,
which begin on Sunday, June 26 and go
through Sunday, August 21, 2005.

Westminster-by-the-Lake


